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Parks, are maintained “For The Benefit And
Enjoyment Of The People.” No two of these
parks are alike. They are not comparable.
In fact, they scarcely resemble one another
at all. Each is possessed of some character-
istic feature that makes it individually worth
seeing. Every citizen should become inti-
mately acquainted with as many of them as his
time and purse will permit and every one may
feel well assured in advance that he will be
fully repaid for the labor and expense involved
in visiting either of these Parks.
Henry O. REIE.
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2 TOUR OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

They had heard perhaps of Yellowstone and .
24l

more associated with geysers, enormous water-

Yosemite Parks, but these places were rather

falls, and other remarkable phenomena to be
hurriedly glimpsed as they might look at the
Woolworth Building in New York than with
the idea of great national playgrounds, estab-
lished and maintained as a part of a system
which is to furnish recreational, educational,
and health restoring advantages for us and
for éeﬁérations yet to come. Even the Yel-
lowstone and Yosemite were visited each year
by a mere handful of people, most of whom
lived in the States in which the parks are
located or in neighboring States.

The process of introspection which Ameri-
cans were forced to use in planning their va-
cations in 1915 and 1916, aided by unceasing
publicity work by the Department of the In-
terior and by the transcontinental railroads,
developed in the public consciousness a pretty
complete realization of what the national park

a


















8 TOUR OF AMERICA’'S NATIONAL PARKS

what he has seen and enjoyed not once but
several times—the same things that he will go
back to until the end of his days because none
is more devoted to the national parks and the
mountains than is the author of this work.
May all who read this book, imbibe his love
of country as related to the big things of
nature, and his enthusiasm for the out-of-
doors.
Horace M. ALBRIGHT,

Assistant Director, National Park Service.

Department of the Interior,

‘Washington, D. C.,
June 80, 1919.



INTRODUCTION

OUT AMONG THE BIG THINGS

Out among the big things—
The mountains and the plains—
An hour ain’t important,
Nor are the hour’s gains;
The feller in the city
Is hurried night and day,
But out among the big things
He learns the calmer way.

Out among the big things—
The skies that never end—

To lose a day ain’t nothin’,
The days are here to spend;

So why not give ’em freely,
Enjoyin’ as we gof

I somehow can’t help thinking
The good Lord means life so.

Out among the big things—
The heights that gleam afar—
A feller gets to wonder
What means each distant star;
He may not get an answer,
But somehow, every night
He feels, among the big things,
That everything’s all right.

ArtHUR CHAPMAN.

































20 TOUR OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

the parks during the past three years and many
have enjoyed the delightful experience of
crossing the continent in a private car and
visiting some of the parks en route.
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68 TOUR OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

is had at the Gardens and return to the hotel
made in time for dinner; or, it is possible to
descend by the Hermit trail, remain over night
at the camp and return to the rim next day
by the Bright Angel route. The Canyon can
be seen in one day, but a week is all too short
a time to see it properly and enj’oy it thor-
oughly.




































78 TOUR OF AMERICA’'S NATIONAL PARKS

the placing of all this in what is to be known
as Roosevelt National Park, and when this has
become an accomplished fact and the Park
Service can open it up by the construction of
proper roads and trails, another very attractive
national park will have been added to our
already remarkable series. Mt. Whitney, the
highest point in the United States, except in
the mountains of Alaska, will lie in this park
and be brought into easy reach of the traveler.




































88 TOUR OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

ton and the Big Oak Flat Road, visiting, en

route, the Tuolumne Grove of Big Trees.
Or, lastly, and perhaps best of all, you may

continue east on the broad highway to Mari-
posa and thence to the Valley by the Wawona
Road. The last named route is recommended
because it affords an opportunity to visit the
Mariposa group of redwoods in the park, near
Wawona, the finest collection of these giant
trees within easy reach, and, because the ap-

proach to the Valley from this side gives you
the most impressive and comprehensive first
view of the Yosemite Valley, that from
Inspiration Point.

THaE Bic TrEES

Among the many remarkable things to be
seen on a trip to California few are more
interesting and instructive than the famed
redwood trees, at once the biggest and the
oldest living things in all the world. The
botanical generic name for these trees is
“Sequoia,” so called in honor of a distinguished





















































































































CRATER LAKE NATIONAL PARK 117

is but a very narrow streak of greenish water
ever observable from any point, and the excep-
tional depth of the entire lake gives it a mar-
velously blue color.

Remember that there is no lake its equal in
depth; no other lake of such size occupying
the crater of an extinct volcano; no other lake
surrounded by such artistically colored, rugged
mountain walls; and no other body of water of
such a wonderful, indescribable blue. This
coloring, varying from a faint turquoise to the
deepest indigo blue, makes Crater Lake one
of the most beautiful spots in America.













































180 TOUR OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

beautiful scene I had ever found. Paradise
Park, of which you will hear more, has a more
attractive name, and is appropriately named;
but it contains no single spot to compare with
this section of Indian Henry’s.

The old Indian Henry Camp has been
abandoned; but there must, inevitably, some
day be established here a modest hotel or chalet
for the accommodation of guests who desire
to remain more than a day in this fantastic
Christmas garden, or, at least, to spend a night
in order to witness the glory of a sunset or
sunrise from such a vantage point. No elab-
orate hotel is required, nor in fact is such a
thing desirable, but a few comfortable beds
and provision for simple, wholesome meals can
readily be supplied at small cost to those who
will patronize the place; something in the
nature of those delightful little Swiss cottage
hotels that make touring in the Alps so
pleasing.

Having absorbed sufficient joy from the
trips round about Longmire’s, you will be
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so that it resembles rather a mountain of dirt
than a typical glacier, while, looking down the
valley the river can be traced for quite a dis-
tance, as it flows through a granite walled
canyon carved out in the course of passing
years. On either side the canyon walls rise
to the height of 1000 feet and the turbulent
stream is still rolling down pebbles, and even
good sized boulders, and carrying so much soft
silt and white clay that it presents a decidedly
milky hue. The road, following the course
now of the Paradise River, winds upward in
a snaky manner, making four crossings of the
river as it tumbles down from the glacier at
the head of this valley. The principal cataract
of this river, the Narada Falls, has a drop of
150 and a width of 50 feet, as it spreads out
over the smooth rock wall of a narrow, deep
canyon. In the bright morning sun, rainbow
colors flit about in the spray that is dashed, by
the wind, clear across this canyon. At the
second crossing of the river the water is seen
descending in a series of beautiful cascades, to
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usually made now in the afternoon, so that
Steven’s Glacier may be crossed and the Shel-
ter House reached before nightfall. Here, at
the base of “Gibralter” rock, the hours of
darkness are spent more or less comfortably,
and at daybreak the hard part of the climb
commences. The party is roped for passage
of the dangerous places and then the walk
across the great snow field at the top is simply
an arduous task, to be rewarded by the won-
derful view and the marvelous thrill to be
obtained at “the top of the world.”








































































156 TOUR OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS

this continent—places of grandeur, beauty and
wonder. He has built roads through the deep-
cut canyons and beside happy streams, which
will carry you into these places in comfort, and
has provided lodgings and food in the most
distant and inaccessible places that you might
enjoy yourself and realize as little as possible
the rigors of the pioneer traveler’s life. These
are for you. They are the playgrounds of the
people. To see them is to make more hearty
your affection and admiration for America.”


























































































































































































